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The genus Bittacus LATR. (Bittacidae, Mecoptera)
in Yugoslavia and Albania

By Dusan DEVETAK, Maribor

A b s t r a c t
Two Bittacus species are reported from Yugoslavia and Albania. For B.italicus, variability in wing
venation is described.
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The genus Bittacus LATR. includes cca. 113 recent species, of which only two occur in
Europe (PENNY and BYERS 1979). Both species are poorly known in South and East Europe.
Bittacus italicus was recorded from Dalmatia (BRAUER 1860), Slavonia and Vojvodina
(MocsÀRY 1899), Bosnia (ESBEN-PETERSEN 1921) and Kosovo (PONGRÂCZ 1923). In
the recent times, the two European species have been reported from Slovenia (DEVETAK
1988). Morphological and taxonomical characters in the family Bittacidae are described
by BRAUER (1860), KLAPÄLEK (1910), ESBEN-PETERSEN (1921), STITZ (1936) and WILL-
MANN (1989), biology and ethology were investigated by MICKOLEIT and MICKOLEIT
(1978), GEPP (1982) and WILLMANN (1986).

Bittacus italicus

Bittacus hageni

Fig. 1 : The distribution of Bittacus italicus and B. hageni in Yugoslavia
and Albania.

51

©Arbeitsgemeinschaft Österreichischer Entomologen, Wien, download unter www.biologiezentrum.at



Scv Se

Fig. 2 : Wings of B. italicus (A) and B. hageni (B). For explanation of the abbreviations
see the text.

The material examined is deposited in the Entomological collection of the Croatian Natural
History Museum in Zagreb (coll. Z) and in the author's collection (D. Devetak, Maribor)
(coll. D).

Bittacus italicus (0. F. MÜLLER, 1766)
Distribution

Yugoslavia
Slovenia: Material examined: Majski vrh - Trzec, Podlehnik 6.8.1983, 19, L.Slana, M.Stangelj & T.No-

vak leg. (coll. D); Zilje-Vinica 17.8.1985, Id, L.Slana, M.Slana-Novak & T.Novak leg. (coll. D).
Croatia: The species was reported from Dalmatia (BRAUER 1860), Vukovar and Crikvenica (MOC-

SÄRY 1899).
Material examined: Bakar 16.7.1903, 1? (lacking abdomen), (coll. Z); Crikvenica 10.-15.7.1955,
19, S.Michieli leg. (coll. D); Pescenica, Turopolje 16.8.1978, Id, F.Perovic leg. (coll. Z); Samobor
10.8.1895, Id (coll.Z);Zagreb 20.7.1893, 19,5.9.1898, Id, 19 (all in coll.Z).

Serbia: Vojvodina: The species was reported from Grebenac (MOCSÄRY 1899); Kosovo: A male was
reported from Pec ("Ipek") (PONGRÂCZ 1923).

Macedonia: Material examined: Dojransko ezero, Dojran 19.-24.7.1975, 1 d (coll. D).

Albania
Material examined: Shkoder (= Skadar) 3.8.1918, Id, 1? (lacking abdomen) (coll.Z). The species
is reported for the first time from Albania.

Bittacus hageni BRAUER, 1860
Distribution

Yugoslavia
Slovenia: Material examined: Loie - Globoko, Rimske toplice 14.8.1983, 19, L.Slana & T.Novak leg.

(coll. D)..
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Fig.3: Variability in wing venation of B.italicus. A, Samobor;
B, Pescenica; C, Zagreb (5.9.1898); D, Zagreb (20.7.1893).

The distribution of the two species in Yugoslavia and Albania is shown in Fig. 1.

V a r i a b i l i t y in B. italicus

In Bittacidae, the variability of the wing morphology was studied by SETTY (1940), LONDT
(1970) and WILLMANN (1989). In our material, great differences in body dimensions, co-
loration and wing venation were observed. In the forewing, the number of veins is more
or less constant but their position varies considerably. Particularly variable is the position
of the apical cross vein in the cubital area (Cuv in Fig. 2) and the position of the basal
cross vein between Rs4 and M1. Cuv is opposite to (Fig. 3 a, d) or a little before fork of M
(thyridium) (Fig.3b,c). The basal cross vein between Rs4 and Ml is in contact with the
fork of Rs3 and Rs4 (Fig.3 b) or it is a little before (a) or a little beyond the origin of the
fork of Rs3 and Rs4 (c, d). Between Rs3 and Rs4 there are usually three cells (1,2,3 in
Fig. 3 a), but in the female from Crikvenica there are four cells in the left forewing. In the
same individual two apical cross veins in the subcostal area have been found (Scv in Fig. 2).
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