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Annotated catalogue of the Stephanidae
(Hymenoptera: Stephanoidea) of Gabon
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Abstract

Eight species of Stephanidae known from Gabon are catalogued. They represent the genera
Afromegischus ACHTERBERG, 2002 (one species), Foenatopus SMITH, 1861 (six species),
and Profoenatopus ACHTERBERG, 2002 (one species).
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Zusammenfassung

Die Familie Stephanidae ist in Gabun mit acht Arten aus den Gattungen Afromegischus
ACHTERBERG, 2002 (eine Art), Foenatopus Smith, 1861 (sechs Arten) und Profoenatopus
ACHTERBERG, 2002 (eine Art) vertreten.

Introduction

The small family Stephanidae is known from all zoogeographical regions. However,
most species are recorded from tropical and subtropical regions. About 60 species are
known from the Afrotropical Region (AGuiar 2004; Madl, unpublished). Stephanids are
parasitoids of wood boring Coleoptera and Hymenoptera.

The knowledge about the Stephanidae of Gabon is mainly based on the papers of SCHLET-
TERER (1889) and Benorr (1950, 1956). Until now, eight species belonging to the genera
Afromegischus ACHTERBERG, 2002 (4. pachylomerus (SCHLETTERER, 1889)), Foenatopus
SwmitH, 1861 (F. brevipetiolatus (ENDERLEIN, 1901), F. burgeoni BenorT, 1949, F. equatoria-
lis (BeNoIT, 1949), F. flavicollis CAMERON, 1912, F. limbatus BENoIT, 1956, F. piceicornis
CaMERON, 1912)) and Profoenatopus ACHTERBERG, 2002 (P. xanthocephalus (CAMERON,
1912)) have been recorded from Gabon. Nothing is known about their biology.

Annotated catalogue
The catalogued literature is restricted to articles dealing with Gabon.

Afromegischus pachylomerus (SCHLETTERER, 1889)
Stephanus pachylomerus n.sp.: SCHLETTERER 1889: 86 (key), 98 (description @, Gabon without
further data, 1 Q), plate (fig. 13).

Stephanus pachylomerus SCHLETTERER, 1889: ENDERLEIN 1901: 198 (taxonomy, key, Gabon without
exact locality (holotype)). — DaLLa Torre 1901: 8 (world catalogue). — ENDERLEIN 1905: 475
(fig. 1, world catalogue). — Kierrer 1908: 4 (world catalogue), plate (fig. 5). — ELLioTT 1922:



716 (key Q), 723 (taxonomy, description @, Gabon without exact locality (cites SCHLETTERER
1889)). — Benoit 1950: 266 (Lastoursville).

Afromegischus pachylomerus (SCHLETTERER, 1889): AGuiar 2004: 15 (world catalogue).
Distribution: Ogooué-Lolo: Lastoursville — no exact locality (SCHLETTERER 1889,
ENDERLEIN 1901). — Afromegischus pachylomerus is also recorded from the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea (Mbini), Ghana, Ivory Coast, Liberia, and Nigeria.
The holotype of Stephanus pachylomerus, which should be deposited in the Zoological
Museum in Hamburg, is supposedly lost, because this species is not listed in WEIDNER
(1972). EnpeRLEIN (1901) might have been the last entomologist who examined the holotype.
Foenatopus brevipetiolatus (ENDERLEIN, 1901)

Diastephanus brevipetiolatus (ENDERLEIN, 1901): BEnoiT 1950: 264 (Nkogo (“Ogooué-Nkogo™;
French Congo = Gabon)).

Foenatopus brevipetiolatus (ENDERLEIN, 1901): AGguiar 2004: 20 (world catalogue).

Distribution: Moyen-Ogooué: Nkogo. — Foenatopus brevipetiolatus is also known

from Cameroon. Gabon is missing in the distribution of the species in AGuiar (2004).

Foenatopus burgeoni Benoit, 1949

Foenatopus burgeoni BEnoiT, 1949: BEnoit 1950: 265 (Nkogo (“Ogooué, N’Kogo™; French Congo
= Gabon)). — AGuiar 2004: 21 (world catalogue).

Distribution: Moyen-Ogooué: Nkogo. — Foenatopus burgeoni, which is also known
from the Democratic Republic of Congo, is missing in the distribution of the species in
AGUIAR (2004). Benort (1984: 228) located Nkogo in the department of Lékoumou in the
Republic of Congo, which is a geographical error.

Foenatopus equatorialis (BenoiT, 1949)

Diastephanus equatorialis Benorr, 1949: BEnort 1950: 264 (Bassin d’Ivindo (French Congo = Gabon)).
Foenatopus equatorialis (BEnoit, 1949): Acuiar 2004: 24 (taxonomy, world catalogue).
Distribution: Oogué-lvindo: Bassin d’Ivindo. — Foenatopus equatorialis is also
recorded from the Democratic Republic of Congo. Gabon is missing in the distribution
of the species in AGUIAR (2004).

Foenatopus flavicollis CAMERON, 1912

Foenatopus flavicollis CAMERON, 1912: AGuiar 2004: 25 (taxonomy, Ngomo (Congo = Gabon),
world catalogue).

*Foenatopus flavicollis flavissimus nov. subsp.: BENoit 1950: 265 (description &, Ngomo (“N’Gomo”;
French Congo = Gabon)).

Foenatopus flavicollis flavissimus Benort, 1950: AGuiar 2004: 25 (synonym).

Distribution: Moyen-Ogooué: Ngomo. — Foenatopus flavicollis is also known from
the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Foenatopus limbatus BenoiTt, 1956
Foenatopus limbatus sp.n.: BENoiT 1956: 209 (description @, Bas Ogoué without further data).
Foenatopus limbatus BENolT, 1956: AGuiar 2004: 30 (world catalogue).

Distribution: Bas Ogooué without exact locality. — Currently Foenatopus limbatus
is restricted to Gabon.
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Foenatopus piceicornis CAMERON, 1912

Foenatopus piceicornis CAMERON, 1912: BEnoiT 1950: 265 (Lastoursville (“Lastourville”)). — AGuiar
2004: 34 (world catalogue).

Distribution: Ogooué-Lolo: Lastoursville. — Foenatopus piceicornis is also recorded
from the Democratic Republic of Congo. Gabon is missing in the distribution of the spe-
cies in AGUIAR (2004).

Profoenatopus xanthocephalus (CAMERON, 1912)

Stephanus xanthocephalus CAMERON, 1912: BEnoiT 1950: 266 (taxonomy, Lambaréné (French
Congo = Gabon), Lastoursville).

Comnatopus xanthocephalus (CAMERON, 1912): AGuiar 2004: 16 (taxonomy, world catalogue).

Distribution: Moyen-Ogooué: Lambaréné — Ogooué-Lolo: Lastoursville. — Pro-
foenatopus xanthocephalus is known from Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of
Congo, and Uganda. Gabon is missing in the distribution of the species in AGuiar (2004).
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